DATE
The Honorable NAME

ADDRESS

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE ZIP
Dear Senator/Congress(wo)man NAME,

At a time when America faces increasing concerns regarding its spending habits, it is important to support those government efforts that have proven to be not only effective, but cost effective. It is for this reason that I ask you to support House Bill 1511 (H.R.1511)/Senate Bill 807 (S.807), the Voluntary Protection Program Act.

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration’s Voluntary Protection Programs (VPP) not only save lives, but save millions of tax dollars and help to strengthen the competitiveness of American businesses of all sizes. VPP sites voluntarily go far above and beyond what is called for by OSHA regulations through a focus on worksite analysis, education and cooperation among employees, employers and regulators. This emphasis on prevention yields injury and illness rates that are at least 50 percent below industry averages. As a result, compensation costs are reduced and productivity increases, making VPP sites more competitive in the global marketplace.

Since VPP was created in 1982, Republican and Democratic administrations alike have fostered its growth to more than 2,500 worksites, across 413 diverse industries, helping to protect more than one million American workers. Federal government VPP sites save millions of dollars for taxpayers every year. Due to the program’s outstanding ability to prevent injuries and illnesses, the Department of Defense (DoD) views VPP participation as an important tool to ensure mission and manpower readiness. Additionally, DoD estimates that it saves $73,000 to $8.8 million per VPP site due to reduced costs.

H.R.1511/S.807 codifies VPP, authorizing a program with a proven 27-year track record of growth and success. It also encourages greater small business participation and incorporates improvements recommended by the Government Accountability Office. As a constituent, I ask that you please support the safety and health of the American workforce by signing onto the Voluntary Protection Program Act.

Thank you,

