VPPPA's 2021 Safety+ Symposium
Safety+ was a smashing success!

We would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone who attended the
2021 Safety+ Symposium, both in-person with us in Nashville as well as
virtually! After waiting two years, the Symposium that VPPPA members
know and love came back more successful than ever. The participation
of our attendees, exhibitors, and sponsors is ultimately what made this
return to an in-person Symposium safe and possible!

We look forward to seeing you next year in Washington, D.C.
for VPPPA's 2022 Safety+ Symposium!

News from OSHA
National Preparedness
Month: Planning Ahead to
Protect Workers
September is National
Preparedness Month.
According to OSHA, preparing
before an emergency incident
plays a vital role in ensuring
that employers and workers have the necessary equipment, know where
to go, and know how to keep themselves safe when an emergency
occurs.
For additional information and resources from OSHA on emergency
preparedness, click here.
OSHA's Upcoming Hearing on HCS Update
OSHA will hold an informal hearing in September to
discuss proposed updates to the agency’s Hazard

Communication Standard (HCS). The hearing,
which will be held virtually via WebEx, will begin on
Sept. 21, 2021, at 10 a.m. EDT and continue on
subsequent days if necessary.
Individuals who are interested in participating in the
hearing are required to submit a notice of intent to
appear. Further details on OSHA's hearing and how
to attend are available here.

VPPPA's Blog Opportunities
Are you, or someone you know, an author who would like to add their voice to
safety and health? You're in luck! VPPPA is now accepting new articles for our
award-winning blog.
Get in touch with Ariana Hanaity atahanaity@vpppa.org, for further details
and requirements.

Contact Now

Triple Play of Compliance for Portable Jobsite
Power Safety

Ericson’s Smart-Monitor plugs and
connectors monitor your extension
cords ensuring proper wiring and
continuity, meeting OSHA 1926 and
NEC 590 for Assured Equipment
Grounding Conductor Program
(AEGCP) compliance. Include
Ericson In-Line GFCI Cordsets to
meet NFPA70e and you have a
triple play of safety and
compliance. Learn more here.

National SGE of the Year Award

Congratulations to the 2021 Winner, William (Bill) Turner!
Regional Manager, VPP & Health-Safety-Environmental, NuStar Energy,
Wichita, Kansas

During the 2020 calendar year and despite the COVID-19 pandemic, Bill:
participated as an SGE Team Member on three (3) on-site
evaluations;
mentored two sites that successfully attained VPP reapproval; and
successfully led two of his own sites through VPP reapproval
evaluations.
Bill has a great deal of technical expertise. He possesses excellent
hazard recognition skills, especially in the areas of fire protection,
process safety management, and life safety code. He excels in assisting
employers with improving employee involvement programs and safety
and health training. Bill willingly offers to share his employer’s safety and
health programs at any site he evaluates or mentors. He always provides
abatement assistance for hazards he discovers during VPP evaluations
or mentoring visits. Region VII’s VPP Manager routinely receives positive
feedback from sites where Bill has been an SGE or a mentor. The
feedback indicates that Bill is very helpful and his assistance has proved
beneficial to improving their program.
Currently, Bill is the Region VII VPPPA Chairperson. He is also an active
member of the Region VII VPPPA Mentoring Committee. He has served
on the Region VII Board of Directors for 9 years, with the last 5 years as
Chairperson.
It is undeniable that Bill epitomizes and exhibits exceptional support,
effort and action in VPP. Because of Bill’s hard work and contributions to
both the VPP and SGE Programs, he has made SGE history by being
recognized as the SGE of the Year for a second time!
National SGE of the Year Award Overview:The Voluntary Protection Programs (VPP) National
Special Government Employee (SGE) Award recognizes an SGE who epitomizes and exhibits
exceptional support, time, effort, and action in VPP, setting him/her apart from other SGEs. The
person selected is actively involved in volunteer activities that benefit the VPP and its
stakeholders, and demonstrates outstanding commitment to the partnership ideals of the VPP.
The first annual SGE of the Year was awarded by Then-Assistant Secretary Edwin G. Foulke, Jr.
at the 2005 National Conference of the Voluntary Protection Programs Participants' Association
(VPPPA). The award will be given on an annual basis.

Upcoming Webinars
Leveraging Talent for EHS & Business Success Webinar
September 30 at 1:00PM ET
To register, click here.
Power Generation VPP Workgroup Quarterly Meeting

November 19 at 2:30PM ET
To register, click here.

The Leader Magazine

Have you read the latest issue of the Leader magazine?
The summer issue discussed Chemical Safety & Hazard Communication.
You can check it out here.
Our upcoming Autumn 2021 issue of the Leader will be focusing
on Workplace Violence & Safety.
Authors: If you would like to contribute an article or request further information,
please contact communications@vpppa.org.
Advertisers: Receive a FREE VPPPA web ad with the purchase of a Half Page
or Full Page. Please contact Heidi Hill, at hhill@vpppa.org, to reserve your
space.

Learn More

Advocacy - Voluntary Protection Program Act
Tell Congress to PASS the
Voluntary Protection Programs Act!
Shortly after the Voluntary Protection Programs Participants' Association
(VPPPA) was formed in 1985 there was movement to make the country’s
Voluntary Protection Programs (VPP) law. When Fed-OSHA adopted the
California program, invented by Labor just a few years earlier, they
adopted it as a discretionary program. This means VPP could be
canceled with a pen stroke today. The VPP Act would codify the VPP into
law, provide it a dedicated line item in OSHA's budget, and
would maintain the existing VPP process.
When constituents speak, Congress listens. The VPPPA needs your
help to support our efforts to pass the Voluntary Protection Programs
Act. If passed and signed into law, the Voluntary Protection
Programs would be cemented into law, protecting the program
from dramatic swings in political power.

Take Action

Association Announcements
2021 Award & Scholarship Recipients
Winners from VPPPA's Annual Awards &
Scholarships is now live on our website.
Our staff here at the National Office want
to express a massive congratulations to
each of the recipients! To view this year's
winners, click here.
Membership News
If you have any news or pictures from
your site that you would like to share (an
award, a VPP approval, a member who
went above and beyond, etc.), please
sent it to communications@vpppa.org.

Congratulations to VPPPA's
September Co-Members of the
Month, Angie Mackley and Denise
Parke!
Make sure you visit the Member of the
Month section on our website!

We would love to add your updates to the
next On The Level newsletter or post it
on our social media pages for our
members, subscribers, and industry
partners to see!

Have you or a colleague gone above or
beyond at work? Nominate them to be a
VPPPA Member of the Month! Below you
will find a link to the nominations form.

Stay Connected








